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Consumer Product Safety Commission § 1631.61

FF 2–70): SHOULD NOT BE USED 
NEAR SOURCES OF IGNITION.’’

The required cautionary statement 
may be set out on or affixed to the 
small carpet or rug on the same label 
as the fiber content label required to be 
affixed under the Textile Fiber Prod-
ucts Identification Act, if said label is 
permanent, or said statement shall be 
set forth on a separate permanent label 
on or affixed to the small carpet or rug 
in immediate proximity to the said re-
quired label under the Textile Fiber 
Products Identification Act. A label on 
the front of a small carpet or rug shall 
be considered to be in immediate prox-
imity to a label on the back, provided 
they are directly opposite each other 
and are in immediate proximity to the 
edge of the small carpet or rug. 

(b) Such cautionary statements shall 
also appear in a conspicuous manner in 
all advertisements in which said small 
carpets or rugs are being offered for 
sale through direct mail, telephone so-
licitation, or under any other cir-
cumstances where the consumer, in the 
ordinary course of dealing, will not 
have an opportunity to inspect the 
label before receiving the merchandise. 
The phrase ‘‘Flammable—Read The 
Label’’ shall conspicuously appear in 
all other advertisements of small car-
pets or rugs which do not meet the ac-
ceptance criterion of the standard. 

(c) The information required by this 
section shall be set forth separately 
from any other information, represen-
tations, or disclosures appearing on the 
same label or elsewhere on the small 
carpet or rug, and any such other infor-
mation, representations, or disclosures 
shall in no way interfere with, mini-
mize, detract from, or conflict with the 
information required by this section. 

(d) Samples, swatches, or specimens 
used to promote or effect the sale of 
small carpets or rugs shall be labeled 
with the information required by this 
section, in addition to the label re-
quired to be affixed to the small car-
pets or rugs. 

(e) Where small carpets or rugs are 
marketed at retail in packages, and the 
labeling information required by this 
section is not readily visible to pro-
spective purchasers, the packages must 
also be prominently, conspicuously, 

and legibly labeled with the informa-
tion required by this section. 

(f) No person, other than the ulti-
mate consumer, shall remove, muti-
late, or cause or participate in the re-
moval or mutilation of any affixed la-
beling information required by this 
section. 

(g) No person subject to the Flam-
mable Fabrics Act shall manufacture, 
import, distribute, or otherwise mar-
ket or handle any small carpet or rug, 
including samples, swatches, or speci-
mens used to promote or effect the sale 
thereof, which is not in compliance 
with this section.

Subpart C—Washing Procedures

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 5, 67 Stat. 112, as 
amended, 81 Stat. 569–70; 15 U.S.C. 1193, 1194.

§ 1631.61 Hide carpets and rugs—alter-
native washing procedure. 

(a) The Standard for the Surface 
Flammability of Carpets and Rugs (FF 
1–70) at § 1630.4(b)(1)(ii) provides that if 
a carpet or rug has had a fire-retardant 
treatment, or is made of fibers which 
have had a fire-retardant treatment, 
the sample or oversized specimens 
thereof selected for testing under the 
standard shall be washed prior to the 
cutting of test specimens either 10 
times under the washing and drying 
procedure prescribed in Method 124–1996 
of the American Association of Textile 
Chemists and Colorists or such number 
of times under such other washing and 
drying procedure as shall previously 
have been found to be equivalent by 
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion. AATCC Test Method 124–1996 
‘‘Appearance of Fabrics after Repeated 
Home Laundering,’’ is found in Tech-
nical Manual of the American Associa-
tion of Textile Chemists and Colorists, 
vol. 73, 1997, which is incorporated by 
reference. Copies of this document are 
available from the American Associa-
tion of Textile Chemists and Colorists, 
P.O. Box 12215, Research Triangle 
Park, North Carolina 27709. This docu-
ment is also available for inspection at 
the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., Suite 700, 
Washington, DC. This incorporation by 
reference was approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register in accordance
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with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 
Alternatively the selected sample or 
oversized specimens thereof may be 
washed, dry-cleaned, or shampooed 10 
times, prior to the cutting of test 
specimens, in such manner as the man-
ufacturer or other interested party has 
previously established to the satisfac-
tion of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission is normally used for that 
type of carpet or rug in service. 

(b) On February 10, 1972 (37 FR 3010) 
the Federal Trade Commission pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER a no-
tice of approval of an alternative wash-
ing procedure under FF 2–70 for testing 
the flammability of shearling and hide 
rugs that (1) consist of natural wool or 
hair attached to the hide with no syn-
thetic fibers and (2) have been treated 
with a fire-retardant finish. The notice 
of approval was corrected on March 17, 
1972 (37 FR 5676). This approval is con-
tinued in effect by the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission pursuant to 
section 30(e) of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2079(e)). 

(c) Any hide carpet or rug for which 
such alternative procedure is utilized 
must be labeled with a conspicuous, 
legible and permanent label containing 
the following statement:

DO NOT WASH OR DRY CLEAN 

This rug has been treated with a flame re-
tardant. To keep rug attractive and clean 
use the following methods: 

To eliminate loose dirt or dust, vacuum or 
shake pelt outdoors. 

For spot cleaning, use water dampened 
cloth and rub lightly in one direction. 

DO NOT USE DETERGENTS OR OTHER 
STAIN REMOVERS

(d) The alternative procedure is as 
follows: The test specimens shall be cut 
to size 9″ × 9″ before the procedure is 
initiated. 

(1) Shake specimen vigorously to re-
move any loose fibers, dust and pos-
sible accumulated debris. 

(2) Place specimen on a solid flat sur-
face and anchor or hold firmly while 
conducting the test. 

(3) Select an operating applicator 
consisting of a rod at least 2″ in diame-
ter and 9″ long composed of non-
absorbent material such as glass or 
plastic. 

(4) Select sufficient cloth to form at 
least five layers when wrapped around 
the operating applicator. The cloth 
shall be of the type known as 
‘‘Crockmeter Test Cloth’’ as specified 
in Note 8.3 of AATCC Test Method 8–
1969. 

(5) Immerse cloth in water (100 °F.) 
until thoroughly wetted. 

(6) Manually wring out the cloth to 
remove all excess water and wrap 
around the operating applicator. 

(7) Immediately, with light pressure, 
stroke entire surface of specimen with 
the wrapped operating applicator in 
one direction only along the natural 
‘‘lay’’ of the hair structure for ten 
complete strokes. 

(8) Place test specimen in a circu-
lating drying oven maintained at 212 
°F. until dry. 

(9) Repeat the above procedure 10 
times using a fresh or clean cloth each 
time. 

(10) After 10 successive cycles of 
washing and drying the dried speci-
mens shall be subjected to the testing 
procedures (pill test) as outlined in FF 
2–70. 

(e) This washing procedure and label-
ing provision are subject to revision or 
revocation should it be determined 
that such procedure is inadequate to 
fully protect the public. 

[40 FR 59935, Dec. 30, 1975, as amended at 65 
FR 12934, Mar. 10, 2000]

§ 1631.62 Wool flokati carpets and 
rugs—alternative washing proce-
dure. 

(a) The Standard for the Surface 
Flammability of Carpets and Rugs (FF 
1–70) at § 1630.4(b)(1)(ii) provides that if 
a carpet or rug has had a fire-retardant 
treatment, or is made of fibers which 
have had a fire-retardant treatment, 
the sample or oversized specimens 
thereof selected for testing under the 
standard shall be washed prior to the 
cutting of test specimens either 10 
times under the washing and drying 
procedure prescribed in Method 124–1996 
of the American Association of Textile 
Chemists and Colorists or such number 
of times under such other washing and 
drying procedure as shall previously 
have been found to be equivalent by 
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion. AATCC Test Method 124–1996
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